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Mathematics 

Table 9.  Assessment Sequence—Mathematics 
Mathematics CAT Items Performance Task (PT) CAA 
Number and 
Duration of 
Sessions 

Recommendations: 
• Administer in two 

sessions.  
• Session durations range 

from 40–60 minutes.  
Most students will complete 
the CAT items in two 
sessions of 60 minutes or 
less or one long session of 
more than 60 minutes. 

Recommendations:  
• Administered in one 

session. 
• Session duration ranges 

from 40–120 minutes. 

Recommendation: 
• As many testing sessions 

and days required to meet 
the needs of the student.  

• The test examiner can 
make the decision to 
pause and resume the 
test administration if the 
student is no longer 
engaged, is not actively 
participating, or is 
showing signs of 
behavioral or functional 
concerns related to the 
test. 

Breaks within 
Sessions 

Breaks can be provided 
during the test sessions 
using the software’s pause 
feature. If the test is paused 
for more than 20 minutes, 
the student will not be able 
to go back to items on the 
previous pages (i.e., 
screens).  
• Recommendation: A 

single test session should 
not include a break longer 
than 20 minutes. Instead, 
separate test sessions 
should be scheduled 
around extended breaks 
(e.g. lunch). 

Students may take breaks 
during PT test sessions. 
Mathematics PT items are 
presented on a single page 
(i.e., screen). Following a 
break, the student will have 
access to the same items.  

Breaks can be provided 
during the test sessions 
according to individual 
student needs. 

Total 
Duration 

Once a student has started 
the CAT items, they will be 
available for 45 calendar 
days or as many days 
remain within the LEA’s 
selected testing window, 
whichever length of time is 
shorter (e.g., if there are 15 
days left in the selected 
testing window and 20 days 
before the CAT expires, the 
test will become unavailable 
after 15 days).  
• Recommendation: 

Student completes this 
portion within five days of 
starting it.  

Once a student has started 
the PT, it will be available for 
10 calendar days or as 
many days remain within the 
LEA’s selected testing 
window, whichever length of 
time is shorter (e.g., if there 
are four days left in the 
selected testing window and 
nine days before the PT 
expires, the test will become 
unavailable after four days).  
• Recommendation: 

Student completes the PT 
in one day. 

Once a student has started 
the CAAs, this test will be 
available for 45 calendar 
days or as many days 
remain within the LEA’s 
selected testing window, 
whichever length of time is 
shorter (e.g., if there are 15 
days left in the selected 
testing window and 20 days 
before the CAA expires, the 
test will become unavailable 
after 15 days). 
• Recommendation: 

Student completes this 
portion within five days of 
starting. 
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 Additional administration recommendations for mathematics:  
1. For the Smarter Balanced PTs, students may be best served by sequential, 

uninterrupted time that may exceed the time in a student’s schedule. 
2. Minimize the amount of time between beginning and completing each test within a 

content area. 
3. The number of items will vary on the CAT and PT portions of each student’s 

Smarter Balanced assessment. 
4. The tests are not timed, so all time estimates are approximate.  
5. Students should be allowed extra time if they need it, but test administrators and 

test examiners need to use their best professional judgment when allowing 
students extra time. Students should be actively engaged in responding 
productively to test questions.  

6. Mathematics assessments can be spread out over multiple days as needed.  




